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(Continued from last week) 
Exclusiveness 


The early church was slight- 
ly effected at times with the 
theory of Jewish exclusiveness. 
The apostle Peter once almost 
faltered under this pressure in 
that of eating at the table of the 
Gentile brethren, but this was 
only temporary. Under a re- 
buke from Paul he reconsidered 
the matter, and afterwards 
warmly endorsed the Epistle of 
Paul in which the whole sub- 
ject of the relations between 
Jews and Gentiles is fully set 
forth, including the very Epis- 
tle in which Paul speaks of 
Peter’s mistake and the rebuke 


which he received. This exclu-} 


sive theory has crept in in some 
places and greatly hinders and 
hampers the work of the church 
in these days. The church 
would do well to pattern after 
the Ideal Church of the early 
days. These incidents are giv- 
en in the sacred Book for our 
learning, and to enable us_ to 
combat with that narrowness 
that is calculated to hinder our 
work for God and impede the 
progress of His Church. Some 
few have been known to under- 
take to make it appear that all 
who fail to conform to their 
ideas and opinions were not in 
the Church, and had no right to 
enjoy its privileges; but we are 
glad to note that these tight 
twisted, close fisted, hide bound, 
dried up theories are not very 
popular in these days among 
the true saints of God. We are 
of the firm belief that the 
blessings and privileges of the 
Church of God was originally 
intended to be enjoyed by all of 
the true saints of God, or all 
who wish to avail themselves of 
the opportunity of becoming 
connected or associated with 
this wonderful institution. 

The Lord in a most blessed 
way learned His true followers 
that the theory: of Jewish exclu- 
siveness would not be acccept- 
able to Him in this Holy Ghost 
dispensation. But the _ bless- 
ings and fellowship of the early 
Church was for both Jews and 
Gentiles, and that the Gentiles 
were not required to conform to 
the customs and practices of the 
Jews in order to enjoy this fel- 
iowship. These questions. were 
handled by the Primitive Church 
ia such a way as should invite 
the admiration of the church in 
these days. 


It is often the case, in order 
to carry out God’s divine plan 
concerning ourselves, that we 
are called on to cut cross ways 
with the world and with our 
former. training and customs. 
Peter had this to do, but God 
had to teach him some won- 
derful lessons to prepare him to 
epen the door of the gospel to 
the Gentiles, and to get him di- 
vested of the theory of Jewish 
exclusiveness. 


Sometimes _ it is harder 
for us to  unlearn things 
than it is to learn them. 





We would all do well to remem- 
ber that the Holy Ghost cannot 
be put into a straight jacket or 
be dictated to as to what he 
shall do. Some people seem to 
want to use the Holy Ghost 
rather than for the Holy Ghost 
to use them. In the early 
Church the Holy Ghost wonder- 
fully and blessedly used those 
who had received Him, and 
made their lives a power for 
God and His Church. 


After Peter had been delivered 
from this narrow theory,he had 
to vindicate his ministry to the 
Gentiles. The time came when 
he had to turn and face the very 
theory he once contended for, 
but he had received a wonderful 
revelation from God that had 
gone somewhat cross ways of 
his former ideas and opinions. 
Peter one day, while upon a 
house-top in the city of Joppa, 
praying, in a trance saw a won- 
derful vision. He said, “I saw a 
vision, A certain vessel descend 
as it had been a great sheet let 
down from heaven by four cor- 
ners; and it came even to 
me: Upon the which when 
I had fastened mine eyes; 
I considered, and saw four 
footed beasts of the earth, and 
wild beasts and creeping things, 
and fowls of the air. And I 
heard a voice saying unto me, 
Arise Peter; slay, and eat. But 
I said, Not so, Lord: for nothing 
common or unclean hath at any 
time entered into my mouth. 
But the voice answered me 
again from heaven, What God 
hath cleansed, that call not 
thou common. And this was 
done three times: and all were 
drawn up again into heaven.” 
Acts 11:5-10. 


This was a wonderful revela- 
tion direct from heaven and 
given for a wonderful purpose. 
Peter after looking at all of 
those four footed beasts and 
creeping things ofthe earth, 
was told to slay and eat. We 
imagine we can hear him say, “I 
can’t do that. That goes cross 
ways to all of my former 
training, habits and  cus- 
toms. Surely I can’t submit to 
a thing of that kind. I never 
have done anything of the kind, 
therefore this I cannot afford to 
do.” But the Lord told. him 
what he had cleansed, not to 
call common or unclean. Peter 
was positively forbidden to 
disregard the work that God had 
wrought. 


If people of these days 
could only feel the weight 
of the tremendous responsibility 
that is on them, and fully realize 
their relationship to each other, 
it surely would go a long way 
in blotting out the many lines 
and divisions that exist in the 
Christian world today. I have 
often wondered if God would 
hold us guiltless ‘for disregard- 
ing and refusing to fellowship 
many true children of God who 
have had the blood of Jesus 
Christ applied to their hearts, 
but do not altogether agree with 


our ideas and opinions. © Surely 
the Church in these last days 
needs a new revelation from 
heaven, and an extra supply of 
divine grace that will enable 
her to receive what the Lord 
receives, and reject what the 
Lord rejects; and what God 
hath cleansed not to call com- 
mon or unclean. 

This revelation does not come 
by quibbling over questions that 
are to no profit. It does not 
come by contending over worth- 
less matters or dealing with 
technicalities. Peter was on the 
house-top praying. I suppose 
that was about as high as he 
could get. If we had more peo- 
ple living and praying on the 
house-tops, instead of so many 


believeth in him shall receive re- 
mission of sins. While Peter 
yet spake these words, the Holy 
Ghost fell on all them which 
heard the word. And they of 
the circumcision which believed 
were astonished, as Many as 
came with Peter, because that 
on the Gentiles also was poured 
out the gift of the Holy 
Ghost. For they heard them 
speak with tongues, and mag- 
nify God. Then answered 
Peter, Can any man forbid wa- 
ter, that these should not be 
baptized, which have received 
the Holy Ghost as wellas we? 
And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of the 
Lord. Then prayed they him to 
tarry certain days.” Acts 10:34- 


living in the dark and gloomy | 48 


basements, the world would be 
better. Every saint of God 
should seek for a house- 
top experience, rather than. a 
basement experience. 

Prayer is a most sadly 
neglected duty in~ the Chris- 
tian world today. It is said 
that prayer is the breath 
of the soul. To neglect to pray 
is to neglect the interest not 
only of our own soul, but the 
souls of others. This blessed 
season of prayer that Peter so 
richly enjoyed, and that brought 
about this marvelous revelation 
from heaven, preceded one of 
the greatest revivals of the early 
Church and the opening up of 
the gospel to the Gentiles. 

After Peter had seen this 


wonderful vision, and come 
to himself, the Spirit told 
him that three men were 


at the gate wanting to see 
him and for him to go with 
them doubting nothing for He 
had sent them. So they went 
on their journey to carry the 
message tothe Gentiles. His 
evangelistic party accompanied 
him. Finally they reached their 
destination and went into the 
house of Cornelius where every 
thing was in readiness. 

“Then Peter opened his 
mouth and said, .of a truth I 
perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons: But in ev- 
ery nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is 
accepted with him. The word 
which God sent unto the chil- 
dren of Israel, preaching peace 
by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of 
all.) 


That word, I say, ye know, 


‘which was published through- 


out all Judea, and began from 
Galilee, after the baptism which 
John preached: How God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power: 
who went about doing good and 
healing’ all that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with 
him. And we are witnesses of all 
things which he did both in the 
land of the Jews, and in Je- 
rusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on atree: Him God 
raised up the third day, and 
shewed him openly; not to all 
the people, but unto witnesses 
chosen before of God, even to us 
who did eat and drink with him 
iafter he rose from the dead. 
And he commanded us_ to 
preach unto the people, and to 
testify that it is he which was 
ordained of God to be the Judge 
of quick and dead. To him give 
all the prophets witness, that 





through his name whosoever 





This is an account of one of 
the greatest revivals in early 
history. And Peter in giving a 
report of this meeting at Jeru- 
salem, that they of the circum- 
cision attended with him, re- 
hearsed the whole matter, gave 
a full report of the marvelous 
revelation from heaven and how 
that every step was ordered by 
the Lord. Surely the steps of a 
good man are ordered by 
the Lord. The ministry of the 
Church of God in these last 
lays would do well to pattern 
after the ministry of the early 
Church. A prayerless ministry 
is a lifeless ministry. A prayer- 
ful church is a_ sucéessful 
church. A prayerful church is 
a valiant church. If every true 
saint of God in these last days 
would apply this beautiful les- 
son in its true sense to their 
lives; first obtain for them- 
selves a house-top experience 
and know there is nothing be- 
tween them and God, nothing to 
hinder their prayers, then wait 
on God in earnest fervent pray- 
er for a revelation of His di- 
vine will, the Christian world 
would soon be_ revolutionized. 
A mighty Holy Ghost reviv- 
al would sweep over the land, 
thousands would receive a defi- 
nite call from God to the heath- 
en nations of earth, soon old 
time Pentecost would be repeat- 
ed throughout the length and 
breadth of the earth, and thou- 
sands of souls would be swept 
into the kingdom of God. Then 
the Primitive Church would be 
reproduced in these latter days 
in all its glory. and power. 


The time has come, and now 
is, that we should lay aside our 
little narrow views and our de- 
bating over questions that are 
to no profit, settle down on 
the fundamental principles; and 
build upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets that won- 
derful structure which we have 
as a pattern, that will stand the 
fire of persecutions, the storms 
of higher criticisms and infidel- 
ity. There is an urgent need of 
a mighty coming together, a 
great combining of forces of all 
the true saints of God; to stand 
for the New Testament stand- 
ard of Christian experience, 
that we might be able to with- 
stand the awful attacks of the 
enemy that are sure to come 
against us in these last days. 

THE PERSECUTED 
CHURCH. The Primitive 
Church was a_ persecuted 
Church, and under the severe 
fires of persecution, God dem- 
onstrated His power in a mar- 





velous way. I'am inclined to be- 
lieve that if the Church of'these 
latter days would pattern after 
this Ideal Church as closely as 
they should, the severest perse- 
cutions would come against us. 
It is written, “All that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus shall suf- 
fer persecution.” God has in 
all ages used the most severe 
attacks of the enemy to the 
furtherance of the gospel. The 
church that is so much like the 
world, and dominated and con- 
trolled by the spirit of the age, 
locked arms with the world, no 
persecutions coming against it, 
is a powerless and unfruitful 
church. While we cannot court 
or invite persecutions, yet if we 
live as close to God as the ear- 
ly saints did, and work and 
preach as they did, we are sure 
to receive some of the perse- 
cutions that they received. 
Every true saint of God 
should solemnly resolve that 
they will follow in the wake of 
the apostles and early Saints; 
and earnestly pray and work for 
the return ofthat old time 
power, old time revival and old 
time victory regardless of what 
the cost may be. It may bring 
persecutions, it may sever sa- 
cred ties, it may cause usto 
forsake houses, lands and loved 
ones at home and go to the 
nations of the earth to carry 
this wonderful gospel of salva- 
tion. Surely we could have 
nothing too dear to give up for 
God. The picture of the early 
Church was retouched with 
martyr’s blood. It was adorned 
and beautified by a company of 
holy saints of old, and as the 
bright light of heaven reflects 
on this beautiful picture, gleams 
of glory and honor’ send 
their rays in every direction. 
The First Persecutions 


The early Church during the 
short period of about 34 years 
passed through five severe per- 
secutions. In the first persecu- 
tion Peter and John had the 
honor of suffering for the great 
cause they represented. They 
were standing in Solomon’s 
porch in the presence of a vast 
multitude of people that had 
gathered around them “and as 
they spake unto the people, the 
priest and the captain of the 
temple, and the Sadducees, 
came upon them, Being grieved 
that they taught the people, 
and preached through Jesus the 
resurrection from the dead.” 
Acts 4:1-2. They were so 
stirred at the way they were 
speaking, that immediately 
there came forward an armed 
guard of the Sanhedrin, 
wedged their way through the 
crowd, siezed the two apostles, 
and dragged them like criminals 
to the prison. This created a 
great sensation, and next day 
after an exciting trial they were 
dismissed with giving them in- 
structions not to carry forward 
this practice any further. The 
enemy was stirred because a 
poor crippled man had been 
healed in the name of Jesus 
of Nazareth. They would much 
rather have seen him remain an 
object of charity sitting at the 
gate of the temple for the re- 
mainder of his life than for the 
word to go out that he was 
healed in the name of the Christ 
of God. 

“Now whea they saw the 





boldness of Peter and John, 
and perceived that they were un- 
learned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took 
knowledge of them, that they 
had been with Jesus. Acts 4:13. 
It is our glorious privilege to 
live so close to him that those 
around us, or those with whom 
we come in contact will know 
that there is something unearth- 
ly about us, something extra, 
something that does not belong 
alone to the human, but is 
divine. It is this unearthly part 
that is going to attract the 
world. Though these men were 
unlearned, so far as this world 
is concerned, they answered 
under the unction and wisdom 
of the Holy One. After they 
had been strictly enjoined from 
preaching any more in the name 
of Jesus, they went immediately 
to the company of saints and 
told them what had happended 
unto them. They did not tell 
this company of holy saints that 
was associated with them to 
arm themselves with carnal 
weapons, but after they had 
come together they said, “let us 
pray.” Oh, that every saint 
would follow this example when 
troubles arise, persecution is 
on and the enemy working. If 
they would only come together 
and say “let us pray.” Take the 
whole matter to God in earnest 
prayer then He will surely 
answer. 


“And being let go, they went 
to their own company, and re- 
ported all that the chief priest 
and elders had said unto them. 
And when they heard that, they 
lifted up their voice to God with 
one accord, and said, Lord, thou 
art God, which hast, made heav- 
en, and earth, and the sea, and 
all that in them is: Who by the 
mouth of thy servant David 
hast said, why did the heathen 
rage, andthe people imagine 
vain things? The kings of the 
earth stood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together against 
the Lord, and against His 
Christ. For of a truth against 
the holy child Jesus, whom 
thou hast anointed, both Herod, 
and Pontius Pilate,with the Gen- 
tiles, and the people of Israel 
were gathered together, For to 
do whatsoever thy hand and 
thy council determined before to 
be done. And now, Lord, be- 
hold their threatenings: and 
grant unto thy servants, that 
with all boldness they may 
speak thy word, by stretching 
forth thine hand to heal; and 
that signs and wqnders may be 
done by the name of thy holy 
child Jesus.” Acts 4:23-31. 


Surely this was a great time, 
there were wonderful demon- 
strations of God’s power in this 
hour of severe test. When the 
place was shaken by the mighty 
power of God they all received 
a marvelous refilling of the Holy 
Ghost, and were enabled to 
preach with greater boldness 
and greater power than ever be- 
fore. Surely it pays to hold. 
steady, let the fires burn, keep 
sweet in your soul, take it all 
to God in prayer, and let him 
work a remarkable epoch in 
your life. Then you will be bet- 
ter fitted and qualified for His 
service, having suffered for His 
sake. 


(To be continued in next Issue.) 
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A New Company 


Two of our young ministers have 
decided to enter the work of the 
ministry more extensively, and have 
formed a partnership. Perhaps they 
have taken the advice of Solomon 
the preacher, where he said, “Two are 
better than one; because they have 
a good reward for their labor.” This 
union is between brother J. C. Jerni- 
gan and sister Addie Hendrix. The 
hoky bond was made Tuesday, Sep- 
tember 18, 1923. Brother E. J. Boeh- 
mer Officiating. 

I will state here that the Church 
of God has no truer and more loyal 
members than this couple. 

Brother Jernigan is a _ pleasant, 
sweet spirited, good man, and a good 
preacher. He has been very suc- 
cessful in his evangelistic work. He 
hardly ever fails to have a good re- 
vival wherever he undertakes. 

Sister Jernigan is a very devoted 
young lady to the cause and also 
preaches well. 

I want to congratulate each of them 
for their wise choise as partners for 
life, and hope for them a happy and 
successful career in their remaining 
journey of life. 

Their Bible School teacher, 

F. J. Lee. 


Praising God for Evan- 
gel and Church of God 


Dear Evangel Family—Greetings in 
the Name of Jesus our Lord: 

I want to praise God this morning 
that the Evangel still exists. 

Since the confusion arose in the 
Church of God my heart has _§ suf- 
fered many burdens. God talks to 
my heart and makes me to know the 
Church of God is divine. I praise 
Him this morning that I have my 
eyes fixed on the Head of the Church, 
instead of those that might fail. Je- 





coming is near at hand. Let’s all 
buckle the armor a little tighter, 
press Our way to the front and work 
while it is yet day. 
We have only a few members here 
at Portland but the Lord is blessing 
in a wonderful way. We have a loyal 
pastor and he is true to the trust 
committed to‘him. I trust you will all 
pray earnestly for the work here. I 
never get on my knees without ask- 
ing the Lord to show me something 
to do. It seems like I do so little for 
Him. I want to stay so close to Him 
that I will listen and give heed to 
His voice when He speaks to me. 
How it grieves my heart to see so 
many souls in sin, heedless of the 
danger they are in. Some of them are 
my own loved ones. If they could 
only realize what itis going to 
myean to have to stand before a just 
God unprepared, surely they would 
stop and think for a moment, and 
prepare to meet God in peace. 
I have had the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost twelve months. Some said when 
I received the blessing I would live 
it about three months. I feel more 
established now than I did when the 
three months were out. It makes no 
difference what people say or think 
I’m determined to go on. I mean to be 
proclaiming the same old story when 
Jesus comes or calls. 
Your humble sister, 

Lula Gregory. 

Portland, Tenn. 


A Light Unto My Path- 


way 

Dear Evangel Readers: 

I have felt for some time that I 
would like to tell a few things that 
God is revealing to us here. 

I still have the Comforter that leads 
and guides me all along the journey 
through life. I love the Church of God 
and want to be a real worker in it; I 
want to be a light for others and not 











sus loved the Church and purchased 
it with His own blood. 

I believe He works through the 
human instrumentality of His believ- 
ing children, yet when one man fails 
God has another ready to take his 
place and carry His work on ac- 
cording to His divine will. 

When I read Brother Lee’s article 
on honoring all the manifestations 
of the Spirit, it made my heart re 
joice that the Church of God is di- 
vine; and that God had a place for 
the man and a man for the place. 

I desire an interest in the prayers 
of all the dear saints that I may be 
useful in His service. 

Your brother, 
®. S. Simmons, 
Fredericktown, Mo. 


Wants to Live True 


Dear Evangel Readers; 

I feel like praising God for the way 
He has blessed me, the one that shed 
His Precious blood on Calvary that I 
might be redeemed from a life of sin 
and misery. 

My path has not always. been 
strewn with roses, but I have met 
with some very discouraging things 
along the way; yet Jesus gives me 
grace and courage to. overcome all 
the obstacles along the way. 

The Comforter abides in my soul 
this morning. The tempter often 
agomes to me in his sly way telling 
me there is no use in my living for 
God; but again God speaks to me in 
a gentle voice and says, “Be faithful 
unto death and I will give thee a 
crown of life.” If there ever was a 
time we needed to watch, pray and 
be bold for the Lord, it is now. We 





a stumbling block. We are having 
real persecutions to go through here; 
but we hope to find greater things 
ahead. His grace is suffcient to take 
us through. Praise His name forever. 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path.” No night 
is so dark but he will guide us 
through. One night as husband 
and I came from church we _ could 
hardly find our way as it was so dark 
and gloomy. Suddenly there appeared 
a light from heaven which gave light 
unto our pathway. It was so wonder- 
ful to us for the beautiful light to 
guide us on our pathway. Praise His 
name, at times it would shine so 
brightly we thought a car was pass- 
ing, but it was only a light from 
heaven. 

A few months later on a dark 
rainy night as we were on our way 
home from church, with five or six 
other saints, a beautiful light ap- 
peared, which was seen by every one. 
It guided us on our way home. Praise 
the Lord, I feel like telling this for 
the glory of God. I love to tell of how 
He is blessing us. 


We trust in divine healing, and 
have been trusting Jesus as our 
divine healer since we joined the 


church. 
Please pray for our church and 
Sunday School here at Union Church. 


Yours, looking for the Coming = of 
Jesus. 


Mrs. A. E. MeMillan. 
Coles, Miss. 


Praising God for Heal- 





Greetings to the 


Saints Scattered 
Abroad: 





know according to His Word, His 


I want to sound a note of praise 


for the blessings God has bestowed 
upon me. 

I praise Him for the healing power 
this morning. Only a few days ago 
I was taken sick. I began to ache and 
cramp, my hands were drawn double 
and I could hardly rest for the pain. 
I began to pray; for I knew God had 
all power to heal and would do so if 
it was His will. There is no Church of 
God people near who trust in divine 
healing. My husband got an old color- 
ed woman that lived next door to 
come and see what she could do for 
me, I was so weak I could have no 
victory for prayer and felt the need 
of some one to pray for me. Sure 
enough the colored woman had sal- 
vation and believed in divine healing. 
She began to pray and I also would 


pray the best I could. I knew if it 
was riot His will to heal me He would 
take me to live with Him. I knew 
I was ready to go if He called me 
then and I was not worrying much 
about it. But we kept praying and 
pleading with God for help. Praise 
His name, at once He sent the healing 
power upon my body and I began to 
get victory and talk in tongues. He 
healed me completely, bless His name 
forever. He is always ready to help in 
time of need if we call upon Him in 
faith. 


We haven't any Church of God to 
worship in. Please pray that there 
will be one established here. 

Mrs. Jettie Lann. 





Creighton, Tenn. 





Burning The Bridges Behind Us 





@ C. Scarbrough 





In ancient history we read of a 
general who crossed a river into the 
enemy’s country to battle on their 
soil; and after crossing the bridge 
he burned it so that his troops would 
not be able to retreat, but they 
would have either to win or loose 
their lives in the battle, and as far 
as we can learn they won @ great 
victory. While we do not use this 
illustration to indorse the killing of 
his enemies by this general; yet it 
is a splendid illustration of what we 
must do when we leave our ways, 
plans and doings, and cross over to 
God’s side and accept His ways and 
plans for our deliverance and bless- 
ings, 

When we saw tne need of the 
cleansing blood of Jesus and accepted 
God’s plan of deliverance, we hum- 
bled ourselves before Him, ‘yielded 
our will to Him and said, “Lord, 
not my will, but thine be done.” Hav- 
ing obeyed from the heart that form 
of doctrine deliverd to us, we were 
no longer conformed to this world, 
but were transformed into the like- 
ness of our blessed Lord, that we 
might prove that good, and accep- 
table and perfect will of the Father: 
by which will we are sanctified thro’ 
the offering of the body of Christ for 
this is the will of God, even our 
sanctification. Then we had perfect 
victory over sin and Satan and all 
his works. We had burned the bridges 
behind us. In other words, we had 
settled it that we must win out in 
God’s way and by God’s power, in- 
stead of going back or even having 
a thought of going back to any other 
way or plan of deliverance. 

We see Moses as he left the land 
of Egypt, he burned the bridge be- 
hind him; after God had proven to 
Pharoah that he. was Israel’s God by 
visiting Egypt with the plagues. 
After the mighty signs and wonders 
wrought by the hand of God, we hear 
Pharoah call unto Moses ‘and say, 
“Go ye, serve the Lord; only TIet 
your flocks and your herds be stayed.” 
But Moses was determined to burn 
the bridge behind him, and leave 
nothing to come back for, as we hear 
tim say, “Our cattle also shall go 
with us; there shall not an hoof be 
left behind.” (Exodus 10:26.) Thus we 
see Moses march out of the land of 
Egypt burning the bridge behind him. 

So many today try to experiment 
with God. They try God’s plan just 
to see how it works, and if it does 
not work as quickly and fully as 
their finite minds expect, they re 
serve the right to go back and try 
some other plan. This will always 
prove disastrous in dealing with God. 
We can experiment with eaich other, 
but we cannot with God. If we 
come to Him for deliverance 
on any line, or for a_ blessing 
great or small, we must accept His 
plan just as it is; finally, and for- 
ever, and burn every bridge behind 
us. Then God can manifest His 
glorious power, and bring to us quick 
deliverance or victory. While we 
leave one plank on the bridge His 
power is completely shut off, for he 
tells us in James 1:6, 7, “He that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea, 
driven with the wind and tossed. For 
let not that man think that he shall 
receive anything of the Lord.” 

The plank on the bridge will also 
enable Satan to come over after us 
and fill us with his doubts, fears and 
discouragements, spiritually; and also 
make things much worse for which 
we are trusting the Lord. 

Satan has so many planks in this 
bridge by which he can cross over 
so that it means much to burn the 
entire bridge behind us. Some of 
these planks are sO soggy and fire 
resisting that God’s refining fire 
alone can burn them, and cause their 
ashes to fall into the sea of forget- 
fulness. Some of the most dangerous 
and most slippery planks, and those 
that are most calculated to cause us 
to fall into the great chasm of sin 
are these: self will, human sympathy, 
compromise, predominance, pride, 
disobedience, disloyalty and others 
too numerous to mention. 

But when we have burned every 
plank of this bridge and place our 
case and cause into God’s hands, to 
leave it there, regardless of conse- 
quences; Satan’s power, doubts, and 
fears are broken at once; then quiet- 
ness and confidence takes possession 
of us, which enables us to trust God 
for a full deliveramce. Furthermore, 
God’s power will be manifested in 
delivering us from every power and 
work of Satan immediately. 

This thought is brought out clearly 
in Hebrews 11:6, where we are 
taught that without faith it is im- 
possible to please God. It means 
this quality of faith, that is deter- 
mined to go through in God’s way. 
“But without faith it is impossible to 
please him: for he that cometh to 
God must believe that he is, and that 
he is a rewarder of them that dil- 
igently seek Him.” The word “dili- 





gently” in this case would mean, in 
our English language, to have @ de 


termination to seek Him until He is 
found, never to turn back. 

Many have wondered why they 
have such a difficult time to receive 
deliverance from the powers of Sa- 
tan; why they can’t be healed of 
their diseases; why there is not 
peace and happiness in their homes, 


and why they can’t get victory 
over some circumstances of life. 
The unburned piank on the 
bridge is the secret of the 
difficulty; and is the real reason 
why God is unable to manifest 


His power in a quick and perfect de- 
liverance. It is no use to expect a 
full victory in our own personal 
lives; {in the peace, control, manage 
ment and salvation of our families; 
in the healing of our bodies, or vic- 
tory in anything else, until we have 
placed these things in God’s hands 
to leave them there; and have 
finally and fully determined to have 
God’s deliverance and no other kind. 
This meams burning our bridge be- 
hind us, 

We have a striking exampie of 
this in the third chapter of Daniel, 
where God’s power was manifested in 
quenching the violence of fire. 
It was the attitude that these He- 
brew Children took in burning their 
bridge behind them that brought this 
manifestation of God’s power in their 
protection and deliverance. By sim- 
ply bending their backs or getting on 
bended knees they could have appar- 
ently saved their lives, but to have 
bowed down to the golden image in 
Babylon would have been a_ direct 
disobedience of God’s Word. They 
had settled it to do God’s will regard- 
less of consequences. They had burned 
their bridge behind them, for when 
the king gave them another oppor- 
tunity to obey him, they plainly told 
him that the God they served was 
able to deliver them and would de- 
liver them. Dan. 3:17, 18. “But if 
not’—these three words reveal their 
heart’s attitude, and clearly show 
there was not a plank left on their 
bridge. We all know the final re 
sult. The Son of God entered the 
furnace with them, and they came 
forth without the smell of fire. The 
only thing burned were the cords the 
enemy had them bound with. With 
every plank in their bridge burned 
behind them, they had perfect faith 
to know God would do as He had 
promised. 

It is just the same today. When 
we take the same attitude, we will 
discover the same manifestations of 
God’s power, because He has never 
changed, neither has He any respect 
of person. 

In this present age (the dispensa- 
tion of the fullness of times) we can 
look out upon this great universe and 
see men who at one time seemed to 
be stalwart soldiers; and into whose 
hands God delivered the enemy so 
many times, but alas, the unburned 
plank left in their bridge has been 
the means and way for their retreat. 

But hark! methinks I can hear in 
the distance the tramp, tramp, tramp 
of the Gideon army who have en- 
vaded the enemy’s territory, and 
burned their bridges behind them. 
As they march up the ruggea 
mountain side, tho’ bearing the 
scars of the battle, their banners 
(the Church of God bamners) are un- 
furled. Their great Captain (Je 
sus) is saying, “Forward Go,” and 
as they climb to the mountain heights 
I hear the sweet music floating thro’ 


the air and the angels join in the 
glad refrain: “Deliverance has 
come.” 


Have you burned the bridge behind 
you? 





District Convention 


District Conventicu of the churches 
in Parkersburg District, began Thurs- 
day night, Aug. 9th and | continued 
until Sunday night, and the Lord 
was present in every service. 

Service was opened Thursday night 
by singing and prayers by -Brother 
O. S. Carter of Kermit, W. Va. and 
Sister Julia Bayes, pastor of Mt. Zion 
Church of God. 

Our State Overseer, Brother E. L. 
Simmons, responded to the address 
of welcome, and stated that he was 
at home, and he intended to act 
like he was at home; that he would 
eat, sing or dance if he wanted to, 
because he was at home. When he 
said that, the Lord blessed the peo- 
ple, and I believe most everybody 
felt at home. After this he stated 
that it was customary to say grace 
at the table when the meals were 
served at a home gathering, and then 
we all bowed before the Lord, and 
a prayer of thanksgiving was offered 
for the good things the Lord had 
put on His table for us. 

Service was opened Friday morn- 
ing with songs and prayers by Broth- 
er Edward Burgy and Sister Abbie 
Keyse, after which the reports of the 
churches were given. Brother EF. J. 
Fairbanks who had been away for 





several weeks, told about the good 





times he had been having in the 
services of God up at Akron, Ohio 
in which he stated that the Lord 
had been blessing in a wonderful 
way. Brother Carter told us how, 
although they were confronted with 
testings and discouragements, yet 
God was taking them through, and 
the people of Naugatuck District 
were enjoying salvation. Brother Sim- 
mons stated that the Church of God 
was progressing in W. Va. and we 
believe it is, praise the Lord. 

After the song service Friday eve- 
ning prayers were offered by Brother 
E. J. Fairbanks and .Sister Sarah 
Dailey. The subject “My Father’s 
Business” was then taken by the 
writer, in which he endeavored to 
show the mission of the church. 
Brother O. S. Carter responded with 
the subject, “Here am I, Send Me.” 
After this we had a memorial prayer 
service, in which prayers were of- 
fered for the bereaved of the late 
President Harding. 

After the Friday evening service, 
having 
by Sister Bayes, the ministers en- 
joyed a supper that in the way of 
good things to eat, was everything 
that could be desired. 

Service began Friday night by 
singing, after which Brother Steve 
Keyse led in prayer. Brother Arthur 
Christner, who is a native of India, 
gave a talk using Acts 1:8 as a text. 
Sister Bayes then sang “What a 
change,” after which she gave a talk, 
using the subject, “The Pilot’s Voice.” 

On Saturday morning, service was 
opened by singing, then a prayer by 
Brother Carter. The subject “Human 
Instrumentality” was then taken by 
the writer; and followed with “Fitly 
Framed” by Sister Dailey, in which 
she used a picture frame for a type, 
and showed how a picture must be 
trimmed down to fit the frame if it 
was too large, and after it was made 
to fit, it was necessary for it to be 
nailed or fastened in the frame. 

After having songs on Saturday 
evening, a prayer was offered by 
Brother Fairbanks. Brother W. S. 
Smith sang “Go and wash and 
be clean.” He then read a 
lesson from Rom. 10, after which 
he gave a good talk on “Missions” 
and ended by saying something about 
there being “No harm for a man to 
pray, if he would pray right.” Sister 
Bayes then gave us a wonderful 
and impressive talk about the “Or- 
phans.” She seemed to have the wel- 
fare of the orphans at heart, and 
She offered some good suggestions 
for their benefit. 

Service was opened on Saturday 
night by singing, then a prayer by 
Brother Smith, after which we had 
a praise service, and the Lord gave 
us a wonderful refreshing. Brother 
Simmons then took the subject 
“Charity,” and after reading 1 Cor.13 
and using as a text, Col. 3:4 he 
preached a wonderful sermon. 


Sunday School was opened Sunday 
morning by singing and a prayer by 
the Superintendent, Brother John 
Lyons. The Lesson Story was read 
by Brother Simmons, and the Les- 
son Text was read by Brother Carter. 
The school as one class was 
taught by Brother Simmons. 

After Sunday School, there was 
Singing, and then prayer was offered 
by the writer. Brother Simmons then 
preached the dedicatoria] sermon, in 
which he told about the “Indian’s 
Dedication” and how Solomon dedi- 
cated the house of God, vessels min- 
isters, etc. He related how the 
church was set in order here at 
Parkersburg about eight years ago; 
later this building was built under 
the direction of Brother F. W. Rollins 
and how that since Mr. Good, a 
prominent man of this place had do- 
nated a nice sum. to the building 
fund. He mentioned the good foun- 


been invited out to supper! 





dation of the building, then the 
“Double Door.” After these things 
he stated that he was now about 
ready to give the building and all 
its contents to the Lord and said, 
“If you don’t want to be given away, 
you had better gei out.” He then had 
everybody to siand and lift up their 
hands, while be offered the house and 
all that was in it, to the Lord. He 
said, “Here it is Lord” and “If you 
accept it, let the fire fall.” After 
the Lord had wonderfully blessed us, 
there was no room for aiiybody to 
doubt that He had accepted the gift, 
for the fire fell in a wonderful Way. 

On Sunday evening, after singing, 
then a prayer by Brother Burgy; 
Brother Carter gave a wonderful dis- 
course on the subject, “Windows of 
Heaven.” He told the difference be- 
tween “Open Windows” and “Closed 
Windows.” He said that prayer and 
obedience would cause the Lord to 
open the windows of heaven. He 
spoke of tithes, judgment, mercy and 
faith and put them in their proper 
places. He said a farmer would not 
feel like feeding a herd of dry cows, 
from which he could derive no bene- 
fit. He said that our soldiers, when 
going to war, did not worry about 
their food and clothing for these 
things were furnished. The writer 
then talked a few minutes, using the 
subject, “Rightly Divided” in which 
he expressed his belief that Brother 
Carter had rightly divided the Word 
of truth. 

On Sunday night the 
opened by singing and a concert 
prayer. We then had a wonderful 
praise service, after which Brother 
Simmons preached a wonderful ser- 
mon, using “Wallis and Plumblines” 
for a subject. This discourse which 
was basedonthe government of the 
Church of God, was instructive and 
convincing, as well as uplifting and 
edifying. 

The Convention was a success, and 
a blessing to many, and I wish to 
add that we apprediated the pres- 
ence of the visitors from other 
places. 


service was 


B. E. Drummond, 
1701 Lynn St., 
Parkersburg, W. Va. 


Ask and You Shall Re- 


ceive 


Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
The Lord saved me from sin, sanc- 
tified me and filled me with the Holy 
Ghost and fire and gave me the Bible 
evidence of speaking in other tongues 
as the Spirit gave utterance. Jesus 
said the Holy Ghost would guide me 
into all truth and righteousness. 

Before { got the Holy Ghost I did 
not know the A. B. C’s. The Lord 
taught me to read in a few days and 
sent me to preach the Word. 

One day I felt like I wanted to 
write. I said to the Lord, “I want 
to go all the way. You talight me to 
read your Word, I want to write.” I 
prayed God to teach me to write I 
could not make the letters, but the 
Lord gave me the Spirit to instruct 
me so that I could hardly sleep at 





night. In two days I was. writing 
letters to my friends. 
I could not sing at all. I said. 


“Lord I want to sing.” I prayed to 
God and in a week I was leading the 
songs in the services. 

I know God will hear prayer. God 
has said He would give us the de- 
sires of our hearis. I want to make 
good in the work of the Lord, be- 
cause I will meet it again some day. 
Many other things the Lord has giv- 
en me. He said “Ask and ye shall 
receive.“ 

May the Lord be with you all is 
my prayer. Pray for me. 

Your brother in Christ, 

H. O. Kirk, 
Clear Creek, Va. 
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BIBLE TRAINING 
SCHOOL! 
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study the Bible, 
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Course? Send the 
information. 


F. J. Lee, Dear Sir: 
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if you have been expecting for sometime to begin to 
we heartily invite you to begin now. 


_We welcome you and will 
equipped for the Master’s servi 


Remember the King’s business requires haste. Onl 
ne man or woman who is familiar with the Bible—is 
fied to do very much for the Lord. 


Do you want to know more about 
coupon below and we will send you full 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY FOR THE 
FREE CATALOGUE. 
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I am interested about the Bible 
Training School by Correspondence, please 
send a catalogue to me at this address. 


Be OO Oe OO ae 


Post Office Ne 
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gladly help you to become 
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+ The Eighteenth Annual Assembly 
of the Churches of God Will Con- 
vene at Cleveland, Tennessee, 


November 1---7 Inclusive, 1923, 
---F, J. LEE, General Overseer, Presiding--- 








VICTORY ON THE BATTLEFIELDS 





Brother R. P. Johnson reports a 
great revival in Jacksonville, Fila. 
Fifteen received the Holy Ghost. 
Hundreds aitended the meeting. The 





Church of God has taken on new 
life for the last few weeks. Other 
Pentecostal people are looking this 
way. 

Revival meeting began at Six 
Points, Pa. Aug. 1, 1923 with F. 


W. Koon and H. W. Poteat in charge. 
They were later joined by Brother 
T. L. McLain and wife of Cleveland, 
Tenn. 

The Lord wonderfully blessed. Four 
were saved, four sanctified and two 
baptized with the Holy Ghost ac- 
cording to Acts 2:4. Nine followed 
the Lord in water baptism and eleven 
were added to the church. The last 
Sunday night of the meeting the 
Lord’s supper and feet washing were 
observed. Great interest was man- 
ifested and the new church was not 
half large enough to accommodate 
the people on Sunday nights. Writes 
H. W. Poteat, Hilliards, Pa. 





We have just closed a weeks meet- 


ing at Suches, Ga. at Harmony 
Church. We sure had a wonderful 
meeting. Six or seven were saved, 


six sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost, three reclaimed and four 
joined the church. The _ baptismal 
service to be conducted later. There 
were many in the altar for prayer. 
It: was wonderful to see the little 
children shouting, dancing and talk- 
ing in tongues as the Spirit gave ut- 
terance. Reports M. F. Phillips and 
wife, Blairsville, Ga. 


Just closed a four wecks meeting 
at Bonham, Texas. The Lord was 
with us from the first service until 
the last one and helped to give out 
the Word with power. The meeting 
was conducied by the pastor, Thomas 
S. Brown, assisted by Brother Nick- 
leson and workers. Thirty prayed 
through to the Lord. People came 
for miles around and thronged the 
meeting, weeping, crying and calling 
on God for help and mercy. The 
town was stirred for God and truth. 
Writes Thomas S. Brown, Dodd City, 
Texas. 





We have just closed a two weeks 


meeting at Mora, Ga. There were ten 
saved, eight sanctified and seven re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost. Southeast Ga. 
is one of the greatest fields tor work 
that I know of. Writes S. R. 
Mitchell, Finleyson, Ga. 





We have just closed a fifteen days 
meeting here at Bridgeport, Ala. 
Much good was done and the Lord 
was with us all through the meeting. 

Brother J. B. Hurly did most of 
the preaching. He did not fail to 
give out the Word. Brother F. R. 
Smith was with us and such good 
help in the altar services. Broth- 
er Swaggerty and his singers came 
and assisted in the singing. The 
music was fine and we give God .the 
honor. 

Brother Harry Akin brought his! 
folks and helped in the meeting. Ev- 
ery member here is standing true to 
the Church of God. Writes P. W. 
Hackney, district overseer. 





I want to report a meeting which 
began here September 4 and closed 
September 16. The Lord sure did 
bless in these services. There were 
twelve saved, nine sanctified and 
seven filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Brother N. B. Osban was in charge 
of the meeting. Reports B. F. Davis, 
Greenville, S. C. 





We have just closed.an eight days 
meeting at Friendship tabernacle 
near Charleston, Miss. Brother G. L. 
Burgess, our pastor, and Brother Roy 
E. Blackwood were in charge of the 
meeting. They both did some good 
preaching. One was saved, one sanc 
tified, two backsliders were wonder- 
fully blessed, and mamy others be- 
came interested. We had some Jews 
from Charleson with us. They said, 
“the singing and preaching were 
fine.” They surely did give good at- 
tention. The meeting closed earlier 
than we expected. On account of 
the illness of Brother Blackwood’s 
wife he was called away, also Broth- 
er Burgess had to leave. We _ are 
expecting Brother Blackwood back 
soon to hold another meeting. All 
here are standing firm for the Church 
of God with Brother F. J. Lee as 
General Overseer, Writes Mrs. E. L. 
Rowe, Charleston, Miss. 





IN MEMORY OF 


DYKES 

On Sept. 5, 1923 the death angel 
claimed little Iris Dykes, age two 
years, eleven months and _ nineteen 
days. 

She was taken with fever on Mon- 
day; she seemed to be getting along 
fine on Wednesday morning, but lat- 
er in the day she took a conjestive 
chill and passed out into eternity be- 
fore noon. Oh it was such a shock 
to all. 

The funeral was conducted by 
Brother. Isaac Shirley, and ber body 
was laid to rest in the Oaks ceme- 
tery to await the coming of Jesus. 

She leaves to mourn, father, moth- 
er four brothers, two sisters and a 
host of relatives and friends. 

To know her was to love her but 
God loved her best and took her to 
dwell with him in that land of rest. 

Her loved ones express their 
thanks to all who showed an act of 
kindness to us during the sickness 
and death of our precious little girl. 

Mrs. Carrie Dykes, 
Plant Ciiy, Fla. 
. CROSBY 

On August 2, the death angel ‘vis- 
ited the home of Sister Crosby ~-and 
claimed her hushand. 

He accepted Christ at an 
age. He became a member of the 
Baptist Church at the age of about 
thirteen years and later became a 
preacher in the Baplist Church. He 
was sanctified and filled with the 
Holy Ghost in 1913; later he became 
a member of the Church of God with 
headquarters at Cleveland, Tenn. He 
was a loyal member of the Church. 

He leaves to mourn, a wife, moth- 
er and five little children; also three 
sisters and two brothers. 

The funeral service was conducted 
by the pastor, T. A. Sears. 

One who loved him, 

Ida Turner. 


early 





BRADY 
On the 19th of August the death 
angel visited the Brady home and 
claimed for its victim Brother F. W. 
Brady, age 61 years. : 
He was a member of the Church 


of God for about six years and 
seemed to live a happy devoted 
QOhristian life. His summons was 


without warning. He died of heart 
trouble and passed out in a moments 
time. 

He leaves to mourn his: death a 
wife, seven children and a host of 
friends. 

His pastor, 
Evan C. Merritt. 





PILLION 
On Aug. 29, Sister Carrie Pillion 











departed this life to be with Jesus. 

She was taken sick with heart 
trouble the first of August; was taken 
seriously ill while she and her hus- 
band were away trom home. She was 
taken 10 the hospital at Pineville 
where she was nursed and cared for. 

She professed Christ six years ago 
and joined the Church of God at 
Harlin, Ky. She was a faithful mem- 
ber of the Church. She was a chaste 
keeper at home and had nearly ev- 
erything that heart could wish for 
to make her happy. She was loyal 
to her Christian duties. In the com- 
munion service in June she _ took 
active part: But we will eat no 
more of the fruit of the vine with 
her until we eat it anew with her in 
the kingdom of heaven. 

Her funeral was conducted by 
Brother G. A. Fore, her pastor and 
Starling Smith and her body was 
laid to rest at Artesia. 

She leaves to mourn hher loss a 
husband, father, two sisters, six 
brothers and a host of friends. We 
have the assurance and hope to meet 
her in the rapture. 

Her pastor, 
Starling Smith, 
Williamsburg, Ky. 
CHAPMAN 

On Aug. 22, 1923 the death angel 
visited the home of Mr. Jim Chapman 
and claimed his oldest daughter 
Margie E. Chapman, age 16 years, 7 
months and 9 days. 

She was sick only three days and 
her death was a shock to her family 
and community. Brother and Sister 
Fussell was running a meeting here. 
She seemed to take great interest in 
the meeting. She thad a little fever 
along but was able to attend meet- 
ing. On Saturday she had fever but was 
able to attend services Sunday morn- 
ing. Also attended the baptismal 
service Sunday afternoon. On Monday 
she grew worse. We had prayer for 
her; she would revive and get bet- 
ter but would soon go into a sleep 
and apparently know nothing. She 
grew worse and Wednesday at 12:30 
passed away. 

She was saved Oct. 
sanctified and filled with the Holy 
Ghost. She was only ten yea of 
age but she was a strong member. 
She joined the Church of God in 
June, 1920. She was loved by = all 
who knew her and her testimony was 
her every day life for she lived a 
quiet and peaceful life. 

She leaves to mourn her death, 
father, mother, three brothers, two 
sisters and a host of relatives and 
friends. 

The funeral service was conducted 
by her pastor Bro. D. B. Fussell and 


1916, later 


'She’s now up there where we must 








her body was laid to rest in the new 


Church Cemetery to await the coming 
of the Lord. : 

May the dear Lord bless the be- 
reaved ones and her unsaved loved 
ones be brought to Jesus. 


One little saint is riding, 
Upon the mystic sea; 

In Jesus’ bosom hiding, 
With him she will ever be. 


The echo of the angel voice, 
Tells mother not to fear; 

God needed her, she was his choice, 
He needed her up there. 


She’s gone to be with Jesus, 
And all the angel band; 
She’s out of sin and sorrow, 

Up in the glory land. 





Although she was so kind and sweet, 
And did her parents love, 


seek, 
Around the throne above. 


Her father, mother, sisters and broth- 
ers, 
Are left to mourn and weep; 
She’s gone to be with God, 
Father, 
In Jesus’ arms to sleep. 


the 


She’s gone unto the one that gave, 
The thougnts who can conceive; 
If we be dead, yet will we live, 
If we in Christ believe. 


Dear parents, let’s be ready, 
When Jesus comes or calls; 
To go and meet our loved ones; 

I want to meet them all. 


And be up there with Jesus, 
My blessed Lord and King; 

The one who died to save us, 
And ever to Him cling. 


Her aunt and sister in the Church, 
Mrs. Pearl B. Bishop. 











REQUESTS 


Mrs. C. E. Blalock, Berlin, Ga., R. 1, 
Box 91, requests prayer that a* boy 
bitten by a mad dog will not go 
mad. 


G. A. Grove, Jonesboro, Ark, requests 
fasting and prayer that he may 


be delivered from a besetting sin 
or demon. 
Mrs. E. L. Rowe, Charleston, Miss. 


requests the saints to pray for the 
healing of her mother, father and 
grandmother; also that they may 
be saved. 


Mrs. A. J. Workman, Cramerton, N. 
C., Box 22, requests the saints ev- 
erywhere to pray that She may be 
healed. 


-———_———~ 


Alice L. Stages, Allen’s Creek, Tenn., 
requests prayer of all the saints 
that she may be delivered from 
snuff and become a member of the 
Church of God that she loves so 
well. 


Rally Day 


All Day Service and dinner on the 
ground at Lenoir City, Tenn. Sunday, 
Oct. 7, 1923. 

Our State Overseer and other able 
speakers will be with us. Come ex 
pecting a good iime in the Lord. 
fverybody invited to attend. 

L. C. Yates, pastor. 





Request of a Little Boy 


Dear Sainis Everywhere: 

I am a boy eleven years old. I 
want every dear saint to pray for 
me. I want the dear Holy Ghost 
so bad. Please pray for my mother 
too. I want to join the Church of 
God. 

Yours for Jesus, 
J. B. McCoy. 
Lawrenceburg, Ky. 





NOTICE 


I would like to hear from some 


Church of God person at Lubbock, 
Tex. 

Mock McGough, 
Box 453. Johnston City, Il. 





We Are Now Ready to Book 
Orders For The 


BIG CHART 


Two Feet Wide, Ten Feet Long 


Drawn by 


F. J. Lee, 


That has met with such great favor 
among Students of Prophecy, it is 
the Key to the Bible. 


Every Church and Sunday School and Min- 


ister and Worker 


should order One 


Price Postpaid, $5.00 


Church of God Publishing House 
Cleveland, Tenn. 





Trusting a Savior Who} 
Can Heal Our Bodies 


Dear Saints Scattered Abroad—Greet-| 

ings in Jesus’ Name: 1 

I am praising God this morning be- 
cause the Holy Ghost still abides, and 
I praise Him for His healing power. 
I want to praise Him for enabling me| 
to trust’ Him for the kealing of my| 
body. Onky two weeks ago I was 
in a very bad condition. Some told 
me I had better get a doctor. I told 
them no, I would trust the Lord. I 
wanted to send a letter to some of 
the saints but could not. 


I then promised the Lord I would 
testify to it, if He would heal my body. 
Praise His dear name! He healed me 
almost instantly. Yesterday my neck 
hurt me so bad I could not turn my 
head. I asked the Lord to take away 
the pain and I was healed. Glory to 
His name! 

Pray that I may rear 
children right. 

Yours under the blood, 

Mamie Johnson, 
Fernbank, Ala. 


my little 





To Be a Tried People 


Dear Saints Everywhere—Greetings 
in Jesus’ Dear Name: 
I am praising God this morning for 
the settled peace that is in my soul. 
I want to live so close to God that 
I will be a light to this dark benighted 
world. Let us watch and pray, and 
wait upon the Lord. 


Where are the ones that are fol- 


fishes? Let us live so the world will 
know of a truth that God is in us. 
Then the signs will follow us if we 
are true followers. 


We are all members of one body, 
(The Church of God) and if any of 
the members do wrong they will have 
to be dealt with. If we fail to make 
things right we will have to be ex- 


| cluded. The Word says, “And if thy 
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and cast it from thee: forit is pro 


fitable for thee that one of thy mem- 
bers should perish and not that thy 
whole body should be sast into hell.” 


Math. 5:29. We know that our eyes 
watch and see for our whole 
body; but it is better not to have 


eyes if they lead us wrong. Better 
not have our feet if they carry us 
to the wrong. place. Better not have 
our hands if they work the -wrong 
plan. Therefore it is better 
not to have any leaders than to have 
those that will lead us wrong. If we 
have to give up our best members 
if they wont live according to the 
Word, pluck them out. It is better to 
enter into life halt and maimed as to 
have the whole body destroyed. If we 
fail to please God, we will be cut 
down and some one else will be put 
in our place. God’s work must be 
done according to His Word. His 
people are to be a tried people. 


Let’s get our eyes off of man and 
place them on. God. He will fight our 
battles for us and lead us out victor- 
ious if we let Him lead. The same 
God that led the Hebrew children 
out of the fiery furnace will come 
to our rescue. Praise our God. 

Pray for me as I feel like one of 
the weakest members of His body. 





lowing to be fed of the loaves and 


Lillie King. 


DEATH AND THE FUTURE 





E. J. Boehmer 





To the one who gives the above 
subject his serious attention, a multi- 
tude of thoughts will strike his mind. 
One may ask, is death the work of 
the enemy or is it to ‘be directly 
ascribed to the providence of God? 
This we will leave for the reader to 
study out for himself, and will hasten 
to prove from the Scriptures that 
with the exception of those who are 
alive at the coming of Jesus all will 
have to pass through the gates of 
death. 

It is impossible to escape this mon- 
ster. The rich and the poor, the 
learned and the unlearned, must die 
and‘*go into the presence of God, 
whether they are prepared or unpre- 
pared. Centuries ago the inspired 
writer was moved by the Spirit of 
God to inform mankind that “it is 
appointed unto man once to die, and 
‘after death the judgment.” This is 
proven before our eyes every day. In 
spite of all the skill of the physicians 
men, women, infants and the aged 
are making this great. change, and 
are going out of this life into the 
presence of God. Indeed life is only 
like a vapor that appeareth for a lit- 
tle while and then vanisheth away. 
It is but a shadow, a dream, it is soon 
cut off and we fly away. 

Truly, we are living in a fast age, 
and with many the thought of chang- 
ing worlds never enters their minds, 
but the fact remains that although 
everything moves in a hurry death 
will call a halt and they must an- 
swer the summons. This grim monster 
can’t be barred out, and to the one 
that leest expects to die it often 
comes first. Amidst the hurry, and 
the rumblings of social and commer- 
cial life, people are so apt to forget 
this most important question until 
unexpectedly they are taken away 
and God will have to be met in judg- 
ment. 


The rich men die as well~as’ the 
poor, People may Own their millions 
as far as this world is concerned; 
they may have all that the eye 
wishes; like the rich man they may say 
I will tear down my old barns and 
build new ones that will hold my 
wealth, and before the sunrise of the 
next morning they are in eternity. 
The grass withers and the tall and 
sturdy oak of the forest decays, and 
in fact, wherever we look we can 
see the end of all—death. 


Death Ends Probation 


Death then closes the probation of 
man and gives an introduction into 
eternity. It can be plainly seen that 
the trial of mankind involves a close, 
or in other words the Bible teaches 
that the probation through which we 
all pass is followed by a final settle- 
ment; and that settlement is one of 
eternal reward, or woe, and will be 
meted Out by the just hand of God. 
This close of probation will be either 
Bieasant or painful, disgraceful or 
honorable, according to the conduct 
of this present life. 

A further proof that the probation 
of man ends at death can be proven 
by the silence of the Scriptures on 
this point. No reference is made on 
it’s sacred pages of any salvation 
from sin beyond the grave . Every- 
thing that is said in them concerning 
the future speaks only of the rewards 
of the righteous and punishment of 
the wicked. Jesus Himself said, 
in this world to work while it is day, 
for the night cometh when no man 
dan work. This goes to prove that the 
probationary work of man ends at 
death. 


Death Ends the Enjoyment of the 
Impenitent 


We may further state that death 
ends the enjoyment of the impenitent. 
There are moral men who have their 
fortunes as far as this world is con- 
cerned. They could not be considered 
immoral, liars, or thieves but they 
neglect their soul’s salvation which 
is the all important point. These men 
nave their enjoyments in this life, 
that is, as far as this world can sat- 
isfy them. The rich man of whom we 
read in the Bible undoubtedly had all 
the enjoyments that this world could 
afford but it closed at death. The 
message given him by a_ glorified 
Spirit was “Remember that thou in 
thy lifetime receivedst thy good 
things.” All that he was now receiving 
was suffering, woe and pain. There 
are no enjoyments beyond the grave 
for the man that neglects God in this 
life. Here is the place to get ready 
and those who neglect to do so will 
take what a just God will mete out 
to them in. the judgment day. 


Death Ends the Suffering of the 
Righteous 


On the other hand the Scriptures 
teach that death ends the suffering 
of the righteous. The just man, 
Lazarus, who lay at the gate of 
the rich man, had no more sufferings 
after the angels came and carried 
him away to his future abode. In 
death he bade farewell to his last 
sorrows. His sufferings now were 
over. The devil now had no more 
power Over him to wreck his body 
with pain; no more dogs to lick his 
sores; no more scornful looks given 
him by the passer by. He was now 
among the redeemed, in the company 
of angels, beholding the face of 
Jesus. All that now remained for him 
was comfort. The prospects before 
him were bright and glorious, the 
morning of eternal day had now be 
gun with him and to his joys there 
was ‘no end. The righteous may have 
their trials in this life, but if they are 
true to Jesus they have a hope in them 
of which the wicked know nothing 





about. It is better to have God with 
us in the fiery trials that we meet 


in this life than to be like the rich 
man in hell with his hepe forever 
gone. 


Prepare for Death 


Since in this life is the only time 
to get ready, the thought of prepa- 
ration for eternity should be upper- 
most in our minds. How dreadful the 
thought of the second death; to die 
forever. Life is so uncertain and s0 
apt to vanish away before we are 
aware. How necessary to feel that in 
this short life, IF EVER, our soul 
salvation is to be secured. How soon 
may life’s sun set and the judgment 
morning dawn. Our prayer is that 
the sinner may awake from his awful 
slumber of sloth; and from the de- 
ceitful hope of procastination and 
flee to God for salvation What few 
enjoyments the sinner has in this 
life are continually mingled with woe 
and a dread of the coming judgment. 
How often they are cut down in the 
midst of life and usually always be- 
fore they are ready. Their entrance 
into eternity is like a leap in the 
dark with no hope to guide them 
across the chilly river of death. All 
they can expect in the future is a 
long and dreary night with no hope 
of anything good. “What shall it pro- 
fit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world and lose his own soul, Or 
what can a man give in exehange for 
his soul?” 


Future Reward For the Righteous 


How different with the true child 
of God. He has the companionship 
of Jesus in this world and enjoys 
His presence as he goesalong. True, 
the man or woman that walks with 
Him is not free from trials, testings, 
and severe temptations. No, they are 
his portion in this life, but the all- 
wise God permits them to come our 
way for our. perfection and enlarge- 
ment. The same God that says, “! 
have redeemed thee, thou art mine” 
also says, “When thou passest 
through the waters, I will be with 
thee, * * * * when thou walkedst 
through the” fire, thou shalt not be 
burned;” These very same fires will 
prepare us for a greater reception of 
Him, who is the real source of all 
enjoyments in this life and the life 
to come. From the reading of the 
Bible and our own experience we find 
that the present like is one that is 
mingled with 


joys and_ sorrows, 
heartaches and tears; which are 
needful in weaning us from this world 


and bringing about a tenderness in 
us which is so much needed. Paul, 
that great man of God, said, just be- 
fore he left this world, “I have fought 
a good fight, * * * I have kept the 
faith: Henceforth there is laid up 
for me a crown of: righteousness.” 
With ‘him the storms of life were 
over, and he was now looking for a 
perpetual day of eternal rest and 
happiness. 





Encouraged By the 
Evangel 


Dear Saints Scattered Abroad—Greet- 
ings in Jesus’ Name: 

I am glad to say this note is to let 
every one who may read it know that 
I’m standing for Jesus and the Church 
of God, which was purchased by His 
blood. Praise His name. 

I am eighty-four years old. I am 
sanctified and have the baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. Brother and Sister Tarver 
came through here six years ago 
preaching holiness.. I accepted the 
Word and am praising God for His 
love this morning. 


We have no church here, but I take 
the Evangel paper and it is real food 
for my soul. I have no one to encour- 
age me, no church to attend, but 1 
can read the Evangel and its mes- 
sages help and encourage me. I 
feel lost without it. I advise all who 
live away off from the Church of God, 
and have no one to encourage you 
to please subscribe for the Evangel. 
It will always keep you encouraged 
and your soul will have something 
to feast upon. Praise the Lord for 
the Evangel. 


Pray for me and my house that my 
children may get saved before Jesus 
comes. Also pray that some one will 
come and run a meeting here and a 
Church of God will be established. 

Your brother in Christ waiting for 
the soon coming of Jesus. 

J. W. Wilkins. 
Madison, Fla. 


Loyal to the Church 


Dear Saints Scattered Abroad; 

I ‘have been reading the Evangel 
dated Sept. 1. There has come a de- 
Sire in me to write a few words 
to the paper. 

I want to say in the beginning that 
I am standing for the Church of God 
and its principles. When I carefully 
lead the report of the Council of 
Elders, 1.could see enough to satisfy 
myself. : 

I want to stand with the rulings of 
the General Assembly. I have silently 
listened and continually prayed over 
this for the past few weeks. I can see 
the sun beginning to rise and feel its 
warming effects. I want to render 
my loyal support for the purest, 
grandest and noblest institution in 
the world, known as the Church of 
God; and also to the best paper in the 
world, known as the Church of God 
Evangel. I am a member of the church 
and feel greatly interested in its 
principles. I want to see it rise above 
the tide of gloom and wave its ban- 


ners of love and go forth to bless the 
world. 





Your brother, 
Ralph Coulter, 





Duniap, Tenn. 














THE VISIBLE CHURCH OF GOD 





M. E. 


Drake 





We notice that Paul in Titus 1:5 
says, “For this cause left I thee in 
Crete, that. thou shouldest set in or 
der the things that are wanting, and 
ordain elders in every city, as I had 
appointed thee.” He gave orders to 
ordain elders. Why would it have 
been necessary to havé elders if 
there were no church or no one to 
obey these elders? : 

ln Matt. 16:18 Jesus said, “Upon 
this rock I will build my church.” 
Was it literal or spiritual? We will 
let the Bible explain. In Acts 12:1 
it reads “Now about that time Herod 
the king stretched forth his hands to 
vex certain of the church.” (Was that 
in heaven?) In the fifth verse, “Peter 
therefore was kept in prison: but 
prayer was made without ceasing of 
the church unto God for him.” (Was 
this in heaven?) In Acts 13:1 we 
read, “Now there were in the church 
that was at Antioch.” Where? Anti- 
ech. Then this was not in heaven. 

We read in Acts 14:19, that after 
Paul was stoned and supposed to be 
dead he went to Derbe, Lystra, Icon- 
iem, and Antioch. “And when they 
@@d ordained them elders in every 
@murch, and had vrayed with fasting, 
they commended them to the Lord, 
em whom they believed.’ Were these 
d@erches in heaven? No. “And when 
they were come, and had gathered 
the churci together, they rehearsed 
all that God had done with them, 
and how he had opened the door of 
faith unto the Gentiles.” Was the 
church gathered together in heaven? 

In Acts 15 Paul and Barnabas had 
their disputation with certain men 
ever circumcision. They went up to 
Jerusalem about it, “And being 
brought on their way by the church.” 
(Was this church in heaven?) After 


to send chosen men of their own 
company.” Was this church in heav 
en? No, it was in Jerusalem, In 
verses 40, 41, “Paul chose Silas, and 
departed, being recommended by 
the brethren unto tie grace of God. 
And he went through Syria and Cili- 
cia, confirming the churches.” They 
never went through heaven. 

“And when he had landed at Caes- 
area, and gone up, and saluted the 
church, he went down to Antioch.” 
Notice this church was at Caesarea. 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock, over the which 
the Holy Ghost hath made you over- 
seers, to feed the Church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his 
own blood.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
sheep.” I suppose he would have to 
go to heaven to feed the sheep, or 
as Paul said, the flock of God, or the 
Church of God. 

Paul wrote his letter to the Church 
of God at Corinth and not in heavy- 
en. Again he makes it so plain that 
it is right here on earth. Gal. 1:13. 
“For ye have heard cf my conversa- 
tion in time past in the Jews’ ‘re- 
ligion, how that beyond measure I 
persecuted the Church of God, and 
wasted it.” Where did Paul persecute 
the Church and where was it? I will 
leave this for you to work out, but it 
wasn’t in heaven. 

In Eph. 5:27, “That he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish.” Notice that 
he might present it to Himself. This 
shows that it is not where He is 
now. 

Let us notice what Jesus said in 
Matt. 18:17, “And if,he shall neglect 


they went to Jerusalem about this 
question they decided to write to the 
Gentiles that they abstain from pol- 
tution of idols and from fornication 
amd from things strangled and from 
blood, “Then pleased it the apostles 
and elders, with the whole. church, 


to hear them, tell it’unto the church.” 
If the Church is in heaven as some 
teach and they want to tell it to 
the church, let them send me and I 
will promise that’I will not come 
back. If I once get to heaven I will 
not want to come back. 





19 how the people rejected God by 
desiring that a king reign over them, 
Here it seems like the people got 
their eyes on a man, namely, Saul in- 
stead of God. Quite a contrast be- 
tween this and Heb. 2:9. Here it 
seems like the people had the priv- 
ilege of choosing their king, which 
I consider not to be in harmony with 
Acts 1:2+26. This plan seemed to 
be a Democracy instead of a Theoc- 
racy. Nevertheless Saul ‘was chosen 
king, and became the Lord’s anoint- 
ed. Why do I say the Lord’s anointed? 
Because David called him that. 
1 Sam. 10:1; 24:6,-10. 


Now let us notice the latter part 
of the life of Saul since he became 
the Lord’s anointed. 1 Sam. 14:13, 14, 
shows that Saul acted foolish- 
ly and sinned, so God rejected Squl, 
and chose him a man aiter his Own 
heart to be king over Israel. Why 
did God reject Saul His own anoint- 
ed? Because he had broken the com- 
mandments of God and had gotten 
out of order. This shows that God 
can reject His own anointed, and 
ihat he does not have respect to his 
own anointed if they sin. This is 
“ancient order of things.” 

Next I want to notice the church 
dispensation. See Judas Iscariot who 
is one of the twelve chosen and or- 
dained by Jesus. St. Mark 3:14. We 
see by this that Judas is an ordained 


ANCIENT REGIME 





How God Deals With His 
Anointed -When They 
Disobey 


Bun E. Hicks 





I peldom ever write to the paper, 
but somehow there has been an im- 
pression on my mind the last few 
weeks to write and the above sub- 
ject was presented. From this topic 
we get the meaning, “Ancient order 
of things.” 

I want to analyze this sentence: 
First, ancient, “belonging to former 
times, old.” Now some may object 
because I refer to ancient times but 
I am sure that those who want to go 
the Bible way will raise no objec- 
tion. Because we read in the Bible 
about men of renown who referred 
to the olden times. Paul tells us that 
ail Scriptures are written for our 
learning, that ail are profitable for 
doctrine, for reprooi, for correction, 
fer instruction in righteousness; thus 
showing that we can be instructed, 
reproved and corrected by them. Now 
I am sure that if we can find a plan 
or system that was practiced during 
the time from Adam to Christ that 
it will be profitable for instruction 


to us and God’s plan is what we want.| man, bu* later he betrays Christ. 
Next I want to define order: “a| Now what must be done? Please 
comandment, method or system.”{| turn to Psalms 109:8, “let anotper 


Now we need to obey the command- 
ments and orders of God. I want to 
farther say that the Church of God 


take his office.” Yes, even though he 
has been an ordained man by Christ. 
Yes, let another take ‘this office. Why? 


@iways has believed in having every- Because he has sinned and has be 
thing in order.. 1 Cor. 14:40. But) come disqualifed. This is “ancient 
we want the same order that Paul order of things.” 

had. 


Now [ want to show that Paul who 
was General Overseer of the Church 
God's dealings with man in ancient} of God, knew that it was possible for 
times. The first I want to notice is! him to fall, if he did not to accept 
the creation; “how that God made ihe} His doctrine though he was anointed 
heavens and the earth, the lands and; by the Lord. 1 Cor. 9:27. Gal. 1 8.In 
the waters, the trees and the herbs,| view of these Scriptures it ought to 
the fishes and the creeping things of| be clear to our minds that if Paul, 
the earth, the fowls of the air and! who was General Overseer preached 
the beasts of the fields, all in their| any other gospelthan that which he 
erder and after their kind. And God} had preached thathe wouldbe ac- 
said it was good. And God set the] cursed, which alsois “ancient order of 
lights in the heavens in their order.| things.” It ought to be a sufficient 
Aud they have continued about the] proof to show that God has power to 


Now I want to go back and notice 








seme unio this day. Ah! behold God’s| deal with man _ regardless of his 
exder in the ancient times. In the] standing. And that this power is 
beginning the earth was without form| vested in the government of God 


amd void. So God did all this to 
beautify it and make it a fair place 
fer man to dwell in. 

Now let us notice the creation of 
man, how that God created him in 
fais own image, in his own likeness 
amd in his own order. Ah! what an 
fpnor is upon man made in the 
image of God. Gen. 1:26, 27. Then 
God made a woman for man, to be 
fais help meet and an honor to him. 
This truly was a position of honor. 
Ah, bui look at him as God leads him 
out to the garden of Eden, and there 
gives him ‘the oversight of the garden 
amd of the whole earth. All he has 
to do is to keep and to dress it. Gen. 
2:8, 15. Adam had the oversight of 
the whole earth. What a dignitary. 
Please notice the commandments and 
orders that God gave him. Gen. 
2:46, 17. Now he surely is a man 
a@mointed by God, he is surely set in 
tae right position, and God has sure- 
ly set him there. In view of all 
this, if Adam should sin could he be 
ya. out of his position? Yes! Please 
read Gen. 2:16, 17; 3:23, 24. Yes, 
Ged drove them out of the garden 
@f Wden. Why? Because “the soul 
teat sinneth it shall die.” Adam had 
@igobeyed God and had sinned. Re- 
gardiess of the position, regardless 
of the Lord’s anointed. This was the 
“ameiont order of things.” 

Next, I want to notice king Saul, 
tle Lord’s anointed. See 1 Sam. 10: 


which is upon the shoulders of Christ. 
The shoulders are upon His _ body. 
So the Church of God is His body, 
thus making the power to be vested 
in the church, and by so doing giv- 
ing it power to act. 


Miraculous Healing 





Iva Roberts 





That they who reaa might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God, I send my testimony forth in 
His Name. 


At three years of age we moved to 
Tillamook, Ore. I was not reared in 
a Christian home or taught about 
the Lord and did not know there 
was a heaven or hell. I began go- 
ing to dances and balls. (I took danc- 
ing lessons when I was a small girl.) 
Oh, how I loved to dance. I lived only 
for a good time and thought there 
was nothing wrong about attending 
theaters and base ball games on 
Sunday. 


At the age of fourteen or fifteen 
I attended a revival. I felt like I 
ought to be a Christian, looked over 
my life and knew I ‘would have to 
give up dancing. I felt’ that I could 
not do it amd wemt om dancing. At 
the age of seventeem I was afflicted 
with consumption, caused by wading 








a stream on my way to a dance, The 
doctor said that I could not live» in 
Oregon through the winter and that 
a change of climate might help me. 


Mother took me to Southern’ Cali- 
fornia. I had a sister living near El 
Monte. I began taking electric treat- 
ments and they, with the sunshine 


heiped me wonderfully. I began feel- 
ing so well that we returned to Til- 
lamcok. A 

Two years later, while at a ball 
I had a smothering spell which con- 
tinued indefinitely. One time I danced 
until about 2 o’clock in the morning. 
I arose with a pain in my hip—hip 
disease had set in. (i forgot to 
say that after I knew I nad consump- 
tion I felt that I couldn’t live long 
any way and decided to \have a good 
time while I lived.) I had left moth- 
er crying, more tharf once because 
she said { was killing myself dancing. 

We stayed.one year in Oregon then 
mother took me to California. I grew 
worse and worse. The doctor ordered 
crutches Sor me. Oh, how I suffered 
I had been in bed two months in a 
hospital in Los Angeles when the doc- 
tor decided to put me in a plaster 
cast for three months or perhaps six. 
I had been in bed for years and the 
thought of lying there’ three or six 
months longer drove me to my knees. 

I had heard of a ten year old gir! 
that the Lord had healed two years 
before. She came before me and I 
thought if the Lord could heal her, 
why wouldn’t he heal me? I began 
praying to be healed so I would not 
have to go in the cast. I had no de- 
sire to be a Christiane had not even 
thought of .it at that time. I had 
come to the end of myself and could 
not stand to think of the suffering 
and torture ahead. I had not prayed 
long until I was convinced of sin. I 
saw my lost condition in God’s sight 
and how the dance hall was taking 
me to hell, then began to repent and 
asked the Lord to forgive me. 
promised Him that I would never 
dance again if He would only forgive 
and heal me... Oh, it was terrible. 
I knew I was lost and bound for hell 
unless God forgave me. Oh, how I 
prayed. 

Suddenly I knew my sins were for- 
given. I looked up into a beautiful 
clear, blue sky, the ceiling was gone. 
I looked for it but could see nothing 
but the blue sky. I remembered I had 
heard people say that when they were 
converted the world looked different 
so I looked out the window and it 
seemed like I was in a new world. 
I felt like I was healed, arose and 
started walking. I walked across the 
fioor again and again without 


- 


any 
pain in my hip. I had a pain in 
my ankle and asked the Lord 
to remove it, then walked again 


without any pain in it. Then I heard 
a voice say, “Will you tell your moth- 
er and brother about it?” I had two 
brothers and I knew my _ youngest 
brother would be afraid they would 
laugh at me. I kept on walking and 
decided I was walking all right but 
thought that it might not last very 
long, and if I told them and it didn’t 
last they would laugh at me. Mother 
Game in and I told her that I was 
taking my last walk before I went 
into the cast. 

The doctor put me in the cast 
that morning but I was saved. I knew 
my sins were forgiven. Oh, how 
happy I was. I would sing, with tears 
rolling down my cheeks, I am only 
waiting here to hear the summons, 
child, come home. There were four 
facts that I was sure of. I knew there 
was a heaven; a hell; my sins were 
forgiven and that the dance hall was 
taking me to hell. I was in the cast 
two months and a half. Oh, how I 
suffered. The last day they carried 
me in chairs and with their hands 
would make a saddle as they called 
it. 

One night I was praying for the 
Lord ;to heal meand I heard a voice 
say, “Will you tell your mother and 
brother?” I said, “Yes,Lord, I will.” 
Sometime later the minister preached 
from the text, If ye are ashamed of 
me, I will be ashamed of you before 
my Father and the holy angels. I 
saw I was ashamed of the Lord. 1 
wanted to take a stand for the Lord 
but did not. The next morning the 
Lord’s Spirit had left me. I was in 
total darkness. 

Thirteen months after my first ex- 
perience we attended a holiness camp 
meeting at South Pasadena. There 
was a man there that told about peo- 
ple being healed by thim laying his 
hands on them and praying. I went 
forward expecting him to lay his 
hands on me. I prayed for the Lord 
to forgive me once more and heal 
me of the hip disease. Again the 
Lord spoke, “Will you tell your moth- 
er and brother?” I said, “yes, Lord, 
I will tell it to the world.” Immedi- 
ately I arose, healed of hip disease. 
I began walking as though I had nev- 
er been Jame and wanted to throw 
my crutches away. Mother told me 
that I would need them again in a 
day or two. Once more God had giv- 
en me the assurance that I was 
saved. Oh, the peace, the wonderful 
peace. He can heal without men. I 
was healed before the man reached 
me. 

I went to the saltar for sanctifica- 
tion and consecrated my life to Him. 
I arose and was standing when the 
evidence came like a ball of fire. I 
felt the Spirit flood my soul and the 


fire began burning in my soul. Oh, 
what a_ change. My —_ disposition 
changed and the things I loved I 


hated and the things I hated I loved. 
I could stand before the. world and 
say, I was a new creature (born 
again). It was a reality in my life. 
I began telling it and wished there 
were hundreds more to hear it. J 
never wanted to go to another dance 


cr theater. I found more real joy, 
pleasure, satisfaction, happiness, 
peace and contentment in my life 


than ever before. In a short time I 
found that my hips were the same 
size, but hadn’t noticed it before. In 





a tent by myself I prayed for the 
Lord to heal me of the smothering 


spells and He did. Bless His name! 
Often when I had one of my smoth- 
ering spells I could hear mother cry- 
ing and saying, “She is gone this 
time.” I have had as many as ten a 
day. ‘The next week I raked hay 
five days with a foot dump rake and 
used the hip the Lord had just 
healed to hold the lever down. 

Later at a cottage meeting I prayed 
for the Lord to heal my lungs. That 
night the windows of heaven were 
opened and the glory of the Lord 
flooded my soul and He healed my 
lungs. Please notice that He healed 
each disease instantly but separately. 
Aiter I was healed I could see that 
the Lord was there to heal me the 
first time I ever prayed for healing, 
had I obeyed Him. 

About two years later in Los 
Angeles I asked him to give me the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost as the 
apostles received on the day of Pen- 


tecost. Acts 2:4. The Holy Ghost 
came in and spoke through me _ in 
tongues. Wonderful, wonderful, is 


the glory, power, blessing and sweet- 
ness of His presence when He, the 
Comforter, comes in to abide. 

(Sent in by Alice Hockett.) 


IF I WERE CALLED 
TODAY 
M. S. Lemons 


If I were called to judgment today, 
Were called to answer for all I say, 





I would think, reflect and probably 
pray, 

It would mean much to be turned 
away. 


What could I do at the end of life, 
If I were filled with sinful strife? 
Who could answer for all that was 


said, 

Nothing but the blood that Jesus 
shed? 

Nothing but the biood can cleanse 
the soul, 


Nothing but the blood can make men 
whole. 


When should I begin to reflect the 
past, 
When should I begin this bitter task? 


Now, not then, for trouble comes 
fast, . 

Tempest and rain falls thick in the 
blast. 


Now, not then, for fate might wane, 
Before the heart is sick with pain, 


Who could ever outstrip their doom, 

Who could say there’s time and 
room? . 

Today is the day for the wise in 
heart, 

To remember and accept the better 
part. 
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SPANISH TRACTS 


A word to our Spanish memben 
and friends, we are printing some new 
tracts in Spanish and have some otb 
ers on hand. A list of which we wil 
give below: 

1 EL HA DERRAMADO ESTO- 

QUE AHORA VEIS Y OIS 
He has shed forth this. 

TOM GALSON, Y SU NINA 

Tom Galson and His Little Girl 
LA DOCTRINA QUE SOSTENE 
The Doctrine that Holds 

CARLOS CULSON 

Charley Coulson 

ENSENAZAS DE LA iIGLESIA 

DE DIOS 
Teaching of the Church of God 
NO PODRIMOS SABER 
Wz Would Not Know 
EL HIJO ATEISTA 
The Infidel Son 
LAS SENALES QUE sIGUEN 
The Signe That Follow 
EL TULLIDO TOMAS 
Cripple Tom 
BUENAS NUEVAS PARA LOB 

ENFERMOS 
Good News for the Sick 
ZCUANTAS IGLESIAS RECON 

OZE LA BIBLIA Y CUALBS SON 

SUS NOMBRES? 

How Many Churches? 
FL PROQUE YO SOY UN 
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MIEMBRO 
Why I am a Member 








OCT. 





Florida State Camp Meeting 
WIMAUMA, FLORIDA 


INCLUSIVE. — 


John L. Stevens, Overseer 
A Great Time is Expected 
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CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 
At a Club Rate of $1.00 Per Year 


If you will induce two others to 
Subscribe or Renew we will enter 


the three for One Year for $3.00, 
making $1.00 each. 


Let every Minister and Worker 
get busy at Once. 
Subscriptions or Renewals at $1.00 
each for One Year , 
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Thankful 


Dear Saints—Greeting 

Name: 

I am so thankful for the way of 
holiness, the plan of salvation, the 
Church of God and all the saints. | 
am also thankful that Jesus said the 
plan of salvation was finished and 
that He said the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against the Church. We 
must keep our eyes on Jesus and 
pray that we may be guided by Him. 
_ May God bless the elders and give 
them boldness to speak the truth in 
love. Pray that I may stand for the 
right and not waver. 


I have been staying with the sick 
in a place where holiness has never 
been preached and they won’t have 
it, but it always makes me feel good 
to speak for the Lord. 

While holding a prayer meeting at 
Dividing Ridge the other day the 
Lord did bless in a wonderful way. 
Oh how they shouted, danced and 
talked in tongues as the Spirit gave 
utterance. 

The Lord wonderfully blessed in a 
meeting at Daisy, conducted by Broth- 
er Harmon, the pastor. 

I am so thankful for the Word, 
which says if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His, 
and He also said to try the spirits. 
If we will try the spirits by the Word 
the Holy Ghost will reveal the right 
way. I love the Church of God and 
her government. 

I am sixty-seven years old, but feel 
young sometimes. Pray that I may 
cause others to make a start for heav- 
en, 


in Jesus’ 


Your brother in the Lord, 
D. C. Wynn, 
Hixon, Tenn. 





Expecting Great Things 
ofthe Lord  — 


To the Evangel Family—Greetings in 

Jesus. 

I want to sound a note of praise 
for the way the Lord is leading here. 
We are still on the firing line. 

Brother Letsinger was with us Sat- 
urday nignt and Sunday. He preached 
the Word with love and the saints 
danced and talked in tongues. Praise 
the Lord. It was a real feast. Sunday 
night conviction fell on the people, 
several came to the altar for prayer. 
One prayed through to victory. 
Brother I. H. Brabson was also with 
us. : 

We are standing 
Chureii and are 
things of the Lord. 

.Your brother, 
A. J. Hopkins, 
Morristown, Tenn. 


Old Time Bible Salva- 
tion 
DéaL Church of God Evangel Read- 
ers: 

We are still praising God for old 
time Bible salvation. Praise God! We 
have just closed a four weeks revival 
at Huntington, W. Va. God wonde:- 
fully blessed. Nine were saved, six 
canctified and four received the Holy 
Ghost with the Bible evidence of 
speaking in other tongues. Three 
were baptized in water and two were 
added to the Church. 

Praise God and the Lamb forever. 
Pray for the Church at Huntington. 


true to the 
expecting great 





Wm. Rumler, Evangelist. 





People Who Would Be 
Saved 


Dear Church of God Evangel Readers: 

This is my first testimony in the 
Evangel. I want to thank God for 
saving, sanctifying and filling me 
with the Holy Ghost. I have a hard 
battle to fight, as I am the only 
Church of God member in this place 
—only a sister lives three miles from 


here. I have many persecutions to 
bear. 
Dear saints, pray God to send a 


true gospel preacher to preach to the 
people here. I believe there are peo- 
ple here who would get saved if they 
had some one to preach the true gos- 
pel to them. 


Pray that God will save my hus- 
band and that we may raise our lit- 
tle ones right. Pray for my little girl 
to be healed of bad sores and for 
the health of our whole family. 

Your sister in Christ, 
Minnie Smiih, 
Anthras, Tenn. 





Don’t Draw Back 


“If any man draw back, my soul 
shall have no pleasure in him.” Heb. 
10:38. 


Dear ones, I don’t want to draw 
back, do you? I just want to have 
the smile of Jesus and know He is 
with us. Yes, He is with us and He 
said He would never leave nor for- 
Sake us. Praise His name! But we 
will have to do what He said for us 
to do, in order to keep Him with us. 
Jesus said, “No man, having put his 
hand to the plow, and looking back, 
is fit for the kingdom of God.” But 
Brother Paul said, “We are not of 
them who draw back.” We want to 
go forward. We must be men. I 
fancy I hear hundreds of voices say- 
ing, “I'll not go back, I want the 
blessings of the Lord.” 

Well, then you must go on. It 
grieves my heart to see how some are 
taking man’s way, which will bring 
spiritual death; but we will do our 
best to tell them the truth. 

The devil is working hard, but the 
Church at Broad Creek is standing 
steadfast for the right—always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. 

Watch and be sober. 


Yours for the Master 


and 
Church, i 


E. D. Jones, 
Newport, N. C. 





The Way Our Savior 
Trod 


Greetings to the Evangel Family: 

I want to testify through the little 
paper that I love so well. I am glad 
I have found the way our Savior 
trod while He was on this earth. The 
way of Jesus is a persecuted way. 
Jesus says marvel not if the world 
hate you; for it nated me before it 
hated you. Friends and loved ones 
will forsake us but God is always 
ready to come to our rescue. I feel 
more determined to press on thar 
ever before. 

Pray that I may know more about 
God’s will and be led by His Spirit. 

Your sister under the blood, 

Mrs. Nonnie Swinford. 
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